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“Windows of Genius” Artwork of the Prodigious Savant attracts hundreds from around the world to Fond du Lac, Wisconsin
Written By: Dr. Rosa C. Martinez
September 11, 2007
Individuals who display exceptional abilities in math, memory, music or art despite challenging disorders such as autism or mental retardation are known as “savants”. Yet within this select group of individuals there are also “prodigious” savants. 
Prodigious savants are those individuals whose abilities would be considered phenomenal or “genius” even in a person without any limitations or special diagnosis of impairment.
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Imagine hearing a complete Tchaikovsky concerto on the piano, played by someone who has never had a music lesson (Leslie Lemke); or seeing a fleeting image of any animal and in less than 20 minutes sculpting a perfect replica of that animal including every muscle in three-dimensional  accuracy (Alonso Clemons); or taking a quick helicopter                                                             ride over the city of London and then in three hours completing a “stunningly detailed  drawing of London which spans four square miles with 12 major landmarks and 200 other buildings drawn to perfect perspective and scale” (Stephen Wiltshire); or possessing such massive memory skills that you could speak 9 languages and recite the number pi from memory to 22,514 decimal places (Daniel Tammet)! 
The Opening of this extraordinary “prodigious savant” exhibit was extremely well attended in the small town of Fond du Lac which is home to approximately 40,000 people. 
Dr. Rosa C. Martinez from New York attended the exhibition having escorted the family of the          
exceptional Malaysian artist Ping Lian Yeak who 
flew in from Australia.                                                       

                                                                                    Dr. Darold Treffert and Dr. Rosa C. Martinez                                                            
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Exhibited are original paintings, drawings and sculptures of international savant prodigies including Gregory Blackstock, Alonzo Clemons, Temple Grandin, Jonathan Lerman, Catherine Mouet, Christophe Pillault, Gilles Trehin, Gordon Vales, Richard Wawro, George Widener, Stephen Wiltshire, Ping Lian Yeak and others. In attendance for the opening were renowned savant artists Greg Blackstock and Ping Lian Yeak. 
Ping Lian Yeak painting a watercolor of New York
The audience was privileged to see Ping Lian Yeak paint a water color of New York and an acrylic floral painting right before their eyes. 
George Blackstock signed his book for attendees and also drew a fire cracker poster with the perfection of precise lines. 
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In addition the spectacular lecture given by Dr. Darold Treffert (world renowned expert on savant syndrome) on what he refers to as “genetic memory”, included extensive video footage of various savants providing “glimpses into their minds”. The Great Hall at Windhover Arts Center was standing room only. Dr. Treffert’s presentation left the audience with tears in their eyes. 
Seeing the “ability” not the “dis”ability within each of these prodigious individuals          Greg Blackstock signs his book for Sarah Lee 

was indeed a humbling experience for all.                  (Ping Lian’s mother)                                                                                                                                                                                                
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Kevin Miller, executive director of the Windhover Center for the Arts and his staff were excellent hosts. Fond du Lac will now be renowned for hosting the “first-ever comprehensive exhibit” of the work of prodigious savants.  It is a very hospitable place indeed! 
Plans to make this phenomenal exhibition a moving tour are being considered. In the meantime the exhibition “Windows of Genius” Artwork of the Prodigious Savant will be on exhibit at The Windhover Center for the Arts in Fond du Lac, Wisconsin through October 12, 2007. Get there!

Fond du Lac Lighthouse 
Fond du Lac is located in east-central Wisconsin at the south end of Lake Winnebago. It is less than a 2 hour drive from Milwaukee.
To view photos of the opening of “Windows of Genius” Artwork of the Prodigious Savant go to http://www.fdlreporter.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?AID=2007709090472
For more photos go to http://www.RCMAutismNotebook.com
For more information on savant syndrome please visit: http://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/savant_syndrome
Dr. Martinez is an Autism Spectrum Disorder educational consultant at The Children’s Center for Early Learning,  Professor at Touro College and Co-leader of the Brooklyn Autism Speaks Walk Committee. She was the co-curator along with Dr. Laurence Becker of the “Don’t ‘dis’ the ability” savant exhibition tour in New York 2006. To contact Dr. Martinez:  e-mail at RCMPHD1@verizon.net






